NECESSITY OF SELF-TRANSCENDENCE
on its being pervaded by the Christian morality. No
external controls can keep alive the spirit of humility
in those to whom power is delegated. It is a delusion
to imagine that a simple approximation to equality
of income would assure this: for, in the first place,
the proper performance of the functions associated
with the exercise of power requires that all manner of
services should be rendered to the person of the
functionary, which would be the equivalent of much
greater money-income; and, secondly, even if equality
of emolument were less specious than it must in fact
be, it could not, by itself, prevent the pride and the
abuse of power.
That is not to suggest that outward checks are
valueless. They are very valuable as cutting off many
of the most obvious temptations to the abuse of power,
But none of them touch, and none of them can touch
the root of the evil. Tower always corrupts; absolute
power corrupts absolutely/ said Lord Acton. There is
enough truth in that grim statement to make us realize,
very forcibly, that the central problem of human
society is the control of those to whom it must delegate
its power.
That control can be attempted in two ways: first,
by the establishment of appropriate social mechanisms,
of which the chief, probably, is to multiply, as far as
possible, the number of planes on which society is
organized. This runs counter to the main trend of
development in modern industrial society which is
towards combination, centralization and uniformity.
In order to approximate towards a classless society